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The Reverend Dr. Adams, who afterwards presided over Pembroke College with universal esteem, told me he was present, and gave me some account of what passed on the night of Johnson's arrival at Oxford1. On that evening, his father, who had anxiously accompanied him, found means to have him introduced to Mr. Jordcn, who was to be his tutor. His being put under any tutor reminds us of what Wood says of Robert Burton, authour of the 'Anatomy of Melancholy,' when elected student of Christ Church : ' for form's sake, though he wanted not a tutor, he was put under the tuition of Dr. John Bancroft, afterwards Bishop of OxonV
His father seemed very full of the merits of his son, and told the company he was a good scholar, and a poet, and wrote Latin verses. His figure and manner appeared strange to them ; but he behaved modestly, and sat silent, till upon something which occurred in the course of conversation/he suddenly struck in and quoted Macrobius ; and thus he gave the first impression of that more extensive reading in which he had indulged himself.
His tutor, Mr. Jorden, fellow of Pembroke, was not, it seems, «i
man of such abilities as we should conceive requisite for the
instructor of Samuel Johnson,who gave me the following account
of him.   'He was a very worthy man, but a heavy man, and \
did not profit much by his instructions.   Indeed, I did not attend
him  much3.    The first day after I came to college  I watted
upon him, and then staid away four.    On the sixth, Mr. Jorden
asked me why I had not attended,    I answered  I had  been
sliding in Christ-Church meadow4.     And this I said with a.s
1 Builders were  at work in  the     lecture not worth apcnny.'" Hawkins's
college during-1all liis residence. 'July    Johnson, p. 9.   A passage in Whitc-
16, 1728.   About a quarter of a year    field's J)iary shows that the sconce
since   they began  to build a new     was often greater. He once neglected
chapel for Pembroke Coll. next to     to give in the weekly theme which
Slaughter Lane.'   Hearnc's Remains,     every Saturday had to be given to
"'• 9-                                                  the tutor in the Hull 'when the bell
' Athcn. Oxen. edit. 1721, i. 627.     rang-.'    He was fined half-a-crown.
BOSWELL.                                          Tyerman's WMtefuld, \. 22.    In my
'Johnson would oftener risk Che     time (1855-8) at Pembroke College
payment of a small fine than attend     every  Saturday when the bell rang
his lectures .. . Upon occasion of one     we gave in our piece of Latin prose
such imposition he said to Jorden :—     —themes were things of the past.
" Sir, you have sconced [fined] me        4 This was on Nov. 6, 0. S., or Nov.
two pence for non-attendance at a     17, N. S.—a very early time for ice (o
muchile, inn ul'a MUI-M jiower. A iiiii'sc made of coinuii mould will have a pride in ovi cmiiiii^ n child's rclnclanee. '['hi tin- few miiuU in which tyranny not dcli|,;hif'i!l ; power is Hoe     These  little   memorials  soothe  my person in all the moods and tenses.     mind.'   Annals^ p. 12.
